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earn sector-recognized certifications
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WHAT IS A SPECIALIST HIGH SKILLS MAJOR (SHSM)?

A Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) is a type of ministry-approved specialized program. A SHSM allows
students to focus on knowledge and skills that are of particular importance in certain economic sectors, and to
obtain cerifications recognized in those sectors, as they work towards meeting the requirements for an
Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OS3D). Students who graduate with a SH3M designation on their
diploma are praparad for success in a particular sector and in the postsecondary destination of thair choice,

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4
Awareness and Exploration Specialization Specialization
Exploration

whether it be apprenticeship training, a college or university program, or the workplace., Recommended: Required: ' Required: Required:

SHEM related: GLCZIVCHV20 - Major credits; Major credits;
Every SHSM must include the following five components: 1 credit Career Studies/Civics | 2 credits 2 credils
1) A package of 9-11 required credits (the majority earned in Grade 11 and 12 courses) that constitute a Could include: ALC1D | or if a substitution is _ _ ) _
pathway to one of four possible destinations: apprenticeship training, college, university, or the workplace. - Comprahenshve Ay | made: GLOZ0 S EE e L Ch, el L el
The package must include: BEJ"J_— Introduciion | Discovering the 2-3_Engllsh. math, 23 _E nglish, math,

to Business Workplace business and business and
- four credits — called the “major” credits — for courses that provide knowledge and skills closely related to the TTHO - Inkegraled SILNPIMSAMGRL  [ROTAETRI:
particular sector of specialization, which are specified in each of the frameworks; e 3::?#:;}' :l,‘,'lfa 3:}?&@5&?&
- three or four additional required credits for courses in English and other relevant disciplines (e.g.. science, minimum of one minimum of ene

mathematics, or business studies), as specified in each of the frameworks, which include units of study that are contextualized unit contextualized unit
customized to the particular sector. Some credits (e.qg., English) may be used to meet compulsory credit
requirements for the OSSD;

- two cooperative education credits, which may be used to meet two of the 18 compulsory credit requirements
for the OS5D;

- one-half credit for the Grade 10 Career Studies course (which also meets a compulsory half-cradit

requirement for the O5SD).

Required andlor
Recommended:
GLM4D - Navigaling
the Workplace

Cooperative Education: a minimum of
2 credifs in either Year 3 or Year <4

2) Compulsory caertitications, which are identitied in each SHSM framawaork

3) Experiential learning through job shadowing, work experience, and a minimum of 2 credits eamed through
cooperative education

4) Use of the Ontario Skills Passport (OSP) to document demonstration of essential skills and work habits

“The courses helped me understand
and apply my knowledge to the trade”

5) "Reach ahead” opportunities, which allow students to experience learning in their intended postsecondary
destination and which can range from a day of attendance at a college, a university, or a workplace to the
completion of a dual credit
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HOW IS THE SHSM DIFFERENT FROM OTHER SECONDARY SCHOOL PROGRAMS?
The SHSM enables students to focus their secondary school program around a specific economic sector. m;ter

The SHSM offers students greater choice for customized, career-focused secondary school learning in Authorized Training Center
a specific area that suits their particular interests and talents. Students explore, identify and
refine career goals and make informed decisions related to their postsecondary direction.
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